TONIGHT

when | walked howe, everything arsund me seemed to pulse with life.
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The headh'_,gldr of cars going by
Zoned wm on me like searc h'gmr.

(felt a sudden surge of sadn ess
for the snowflakes, flying avound in Hheir last moments befove wmelting.




Later, w
e took the fi '
\rst pictuves of my belly. | toor most ¥ th
t o em wnyself
sithing on -Hne‘lcon’dn.
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But wa Pi?ce de vesistance was my abs,

When | wac VT,

\'d wanted +o get wmy
novel pierced but
eeded wmy wom's

PerwisSion .

(This was back v
the day, befove
evevy other girl Wad
abelly ving)

You could 've bounced a lawn dart off Hiewn.

| know view Hhat her vesponse (she vearly Years later, whon | got a tahog,
said +his!) was mfluenced by her work, ac she was mudh wiove a?ev\-vnn'ndcd.
a nurge, with low—income women.

WAy DC’N’T Yow JusT
Go Yot THE U"‘;L
WHOREWOUSE

As soon as | tuvned (8, [ did t. (t was23 by then and it wag, af-
Ikept W a secvet fvom hev fov over a yeav: tev all, Hhe worlds omallest h\Hoo)
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These days i¥s my stomach +hat's uncoopevative.

Ov vather, iy womb.




wWeve beentrying for six Mouths now — half a year of sucking dovov
emen into a children's medicine syringe and tappingout the bubbles,

three nights 1n a row, once o\

Thoughh how

accurate hev
feelings ave,
I dony " know.

As fov
we, ' not suve

what | feel.

H. hag been Naving baby dreans, hev first
since we stavted. She feels hike {'wa pregnant,

| reveled 1n mou&h-l-g of
what was Wappeming Inside vae.
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The night we found out, | wep

wed dove evcvy*hiV\S visb\h avorywh'ng
the books and websites and lesbian
friends with kidg told ue +o do.. ..
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- | ferd Live | had lost a
pavt of mmyself — even F ot waca
pat | never Wad in thae fivst place.
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At (east o prekand vot to. Somelow hope always seems to Sheak in when
1'wA ot look(n& Eadr monin Ve _cu,vc&ly Huought o+ wmay have wovked .

But Hie tvuth (s, we Mave wo (dea whadt's 30\'»\3 o (1 my Womub .

when \look at +om'£t:+-; photos of way stomach, | sec only e frayed
edge o6 my _jeaus, e chine o€ silver against way pale ckin, and, i€ ) look
closely, e soét blond hair below vy belly button — nothing wove.




